
By Laws of Sustainability
What companies in the chemical industry do to meet the high demands of a 
low-carbon economy.

With the participation of the regional government and 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation, 
a large low-carbon gas chemical complex is planned for 
construction in the Tula region. It is already possible to design 
and build the production facilities in such a way that emissions 
are reduced by 70–80% of the current best indicators in the 
industry," Anatoly Surba told.

Ecology of Life and Prosperity of Living 
Space
A manifold increase in production volumes 

mobilises companies to intensively search for solutions in 
the fields of environmental protection and green energy. At 
Shchekinoazot, for example, on 1 March this year, the supply 
of environmentally clean wind-derived energy started. From 
24 March, the plant has also been receiving power generated 
by solar energy.

In April this year, Shchekinoazot signed memoranda of 
understanding with its partners, global licensors Haldor Topsoe 
(Denmark) and Stami Carbon (Netherlands). The companies 
will synchronize their plans to develop the production of green 
and blue methanol, ammonia, hydrogen and urea, as well as 
reduce CO₂ emissions.

"The major social projects implemented by our 
company count by dozens already," emphasises Irina 
Podchufarova, Shchekinoazot's social development director. 
"We help everyone who turns to us, and we ourselves initiate 
useful and charitable campaigns". Over the last few years, 
the company has spent about RUB 1 bln in charity and social 
support, she adds.

For example, the company has revamped and 
improved Platonovskiy Park in Tula, and for many years has 
been the patron of Yasnaya Polyana. Last year, Pervomayskiy 
was named of the ten best monocities in Russia, courtesy of 
Shchekinoazot. The company helps build comfortable housing, 
reconstruct the facades of existing houses and improve the 
infrastructure. Shchekinoazot also helps in improving public 
areas in the Shchekino district, such as parks, sports grounds 
and public gardens.

After the reconstruction financed by the company, 
a martial arts centre was opened in Shchekino in 2019. The 
Ice Palace is currently under construction there, and a chess 
school has already been inaugurated. In Pervomayskiy, the 
company recently finished the renovation of the Yubileyniy 
sports centre, and now shoulders the full cost of its activities.

ESG investment, or responsible investment, is becoming 
increasingly ubiquitous in Russian reality. Here is what the 
three components of the acronym ESG mean: environment, 
social responsibility and governance. ESG practices define 
how a company follows the principles and goals of sustainable 
development approved by the UN.

"A company that follows ESG policies achieves 
financial growth without harming the environment. It also 
contributes to resolving social issues. This is a visionary 
approach," says Anatoliy Surba, General Director of 
Shchekinoazot.

Production engineering and innovations
Located near Tula, Shchekinoazot is one of the 

leaders among Russian enterprises which manufacture 
industrial chemicals and has been operating on the Russian 
and world markets for over 65 years.

To achieve the goals of economic efficiency, 
sustainable development related to public health and 
environmental protection, the company upgrades existing 
complexes and puts into operation new ones. For example, 
in 2018, a unit for combined production of methanol and 
ammonia has been commissioned. Industrial plants for the 
manufacture of sulfuric acid, perfumery-grade dimethyl ether, 
new treatment facilities have been commissioned.

In cooperation with leading licensors, which are 
technology leaders, the Methanol-500 complex for the 
manufacture of nitric acid and ammonium nitrate, ammonia 
and urea is on its way. In addition, by 2025, it is planned 
to complete the construction of production facilities for the 
manufacture of concentrated low-methanol formalin, urea-
formaldehyde resins and urea-melamine-formaldehyde resins.

"From 2005 to 2018, as part of the approved 
development strategy, the company has implemented 
16 investment projects with an investment volume above 
$880 mln," as Anatoly Surba noted. "We are currently 
implementing three projects with a total investment for another 
$1 bln, by 2024; two of three factories already in this year, he 
added.
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